Chapter 2, Section 2 



                                                   NAME _______________________

Forces Shaping Earth                                                   CLASS HOUR _____

Understanding Earth

1.  Around the rim of the ( Pacific / Atlantic ) Ocean is a string of volcanoes and earthquake belts called the “_________________________.”  ( 25 / 80 ) percent of the world’s earthquakes occur in that ring.  ________________ and ____________ are two forces that shape and reshape Earth.  THINK!!  The U.S. state of ( Illinois / California) lies within the Ring of Fire.
2.  A sphere of very hot metal at the center of Earth is called the _______.  The ______________ is a thick, hot, rocky layer around the core.  The thin layer of rocks and minerals that surrounds the mantle is called the _________.  The surface of the crust includes Earth’s _________ areas as well as the ___________ floors.
3.  Less than ( 70 / 30  ) percent of Earth’s surface is land.  Water covers more than ( 70 / 30 ) percent of Earth’s surface in lakes, rivers, seas, and oceans.  The _________ hold about 97 percent of Earth’s water.  This water is ( fresh / salty).  People can use only a 

( small / large ) part of Earth’s fresh water.  Most of the fresh water is in ice sheets near the ( equator / poles ).

4.  Above Earth’s surface is the ___________________, a layer of gases a few miles thick.  This provides ______________ to people and animals, and __________________ to plants.

5.  There are many different types of _____________, or shapes and types of  land that cover Earth’s land surfaces:

     1.  ______________ are land forms that rise more than 2,000 feet above sea level.  A 

     volcano ( is / is not ) a kind of mountain.

     2.  ________ are landforms with rounded tops that rise above surrounding land but 

     are lower than mountains.

     3.  A ____________ is a large, mostly flat area that rises above surrounding land.

     4.  ___________ are large areas of flat or gently rolling land.

Forces Inside Earth
6.  __________ deep inside Earth is constantly reshaping the planet’s surface.  Where streams of this soft, nearly molten rock called ___________ reach Earth’s crust, they push up the crust to form _______________.  Volcanoes spew molten rock, or _______, from inside Earth.  Huge blocks of Earth’s crust called ___________ are separated by seams.  The plates may include ______________, or parts of continents.  THINK!!  Volcanic activity ( does / does not ) take place along the seams between continents.

7.  Looking at the diagram of How Continents Move at the bottom of pgs. 36-37, answer the following:

1. Where two plates push against each other, pressure makes the crust bend and buckle to form ___________________.

2. Magma from inside Earth cools to form underwater mountains called mid-ocean ______________.

3. Streams of rising magma form chains of _________________.

4. __________________ occur when blocks of crust slide sideways against each other.

8.  The Ring of Fire surrounds the plates that make up the ( Atlantic / Pacific ) Ocean.  Streams of magma also form volcanoes such as those that have shaped the ____________

Islands.

9.  When two plates push together, the crust cracks and splinters to form ___________.  When blocks of crust rub against each other along faults, they release huge amounts of energy in the form of _____________________.  THINK!!  An example of one of these fault lines in the San Andreas Fault in ( Missouri / California).

10.  Geographers now know that forces (  inside / outside ) Earth have moved the continents.  Looking at the diagram of Plate Movements on the bottom of pg. 38, geographers believe that long ago Earth had only one huge continent that geographers have named ________________.  They think that about 200 million years ago ________ movement began to form the continents that we know today.  

11.  _________________ is a process that breaks rocks down into tiny pieces.  Weathering is caused by things such as:

     1.                                                2.                                          3.

This process helps create ___________, which is comprised of tiny pieces of rock and decayed animal and plant material.

12.  Once this breaking down has taken place, landforms are reshaped by _____________, or the removal of small pieces of rock by water, ice, or wind.  Rain, snow, and wind has greatly worn down the ( Appalachian / Rocky ) Mountains of the United States.

13. New landforms like the _________ are often made of material carried downstream by water, ice, and wind. 

1.  _____________ is the condition of the air and sky from day to day.

2.  In India, people are concerned about the amount of ___________________, or water that falls to the ground as rain, sleet, hail, or snow.  You may want to know the ______________________, or how hot or cold the air is.  _____________ is measured primarily by amounts of temperature and precipitation.

3.  The ___________ of a place is the average weather conditions over many years.  Weather is what people see ( day to day / year to year ) and climate is what usually happens from ( day to day / year to year ).

